COVINGTON
Chamber of Commerce
Advocacy, Conneclions, Community

2026 Legislative Priorities

The Covington Chamber of Commerce recommends that the Government Affairs Committee and
the Chamber Board adopt the City of Covington’s 2026 legislative priorities, the legislative priorities
adopted by the South Sound Chambers of Commerce Legislative Coalition (SSCCLC), and the
following language from SSCCLC’s 2025 issue paper.

Support Small Business: Economic developmentin the South Sound is reliant upon a strong
business structure —including small businesses who are people not only creating jobs for
themselves, but jobs for others. The Legislature must support these local job creators by actively
reducing unnecessary regulations and avoiding new tax burdens. Policies to support local
businesses and their employees include:

o No additional regulatory requirements or standards for independent
contractors. These are the people who are working to create their own businesses
due to recent tech-sector layoffs and scarcity of attainable housing near existing
job openings. Businesses who use independent contractors are often other small
businesses. Now is not the time to revolutionize employment law. This includes
provisions that would require businesses track independent contractors for child
support enforcement purposes. This is a burden on businesses, particularly small
businesses, whose relationship with independent contractors is often short-lived.

o Avoid all increases to employment related costs. Washington state has some of
the most expensive wage and hour policies in the country and has aggressively
passed several new employment mandates in recent years. We need all
businesses, but particularly our small businesses, to hold onto the employees they
have and INCREASE their employees now and into the future. The state must not
pass laws that increase mandates and costs related to employment.

e Support local Chambers of Commerce. Chambers of Commerce serve to support
our local communities and are vital to economic vitality. Many chambers are
struggling to overcome financial hardship. We ask the Legislature to
show support for these organizations by allowing companies tax credits (such as
credits against local and state B&O tax) for expenditures supporting these
organizations.

In addition, we support the 2026 legislative priorities adopted by the Association of Washington
Business.
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