TRANSPORTATION FUNDING
Highway 18

CAPITAL FUNDING
Pipe Lake Water Quality Improvements

The City of Covington joins the South
East Area Legislative Transportation
Coalition (SEAL TC) in requesting the
Legislature to include the necessary
funding within the next transportation
revenue package to address the safety
and congestion issues along Highway 18 from the Issaquah Hobart Road to
Deep Creek. This stretch of Highway 18 experiences lane reductions
causing increased congestion and safety concerns, including an increased
likelihood of head-on collisions. The Legislature made investments to
advance the project to “construction ready” status, however, construction
remains unfunded.

The City of Covington requests $310,000 to
complete a water quality project to Pipe Lake
by installing a water quality treatment facility
and a separate groundwater drainage system.
The City has completed similar improvements
to two other discharge points at Pike Lake,
making this the final untreated discharge
point. This 52-acre lake is home to numerous
species of plants and animals, several large
private parks, and Camp McCullough that
provide habitat, recreation, and year-round
access to the lake for surrounding residents
and visitors.

State Route 516

CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM

State Route 516 bisects Covington’s downtown, and carries regional traffic
from Maple Valley, Black Diamond, and Covington to Highway 18. As these
communities continue to grow, this
two-lane regional arterial has reached
capacity. Throughout the COVID-19
pandemic, SR 516 has become
increasingly popular in both pedestrian
and bicycle use. The 1.7-mile section of
the corridor from 185th to the east city
limits at 212th remains unfunded. The
City requests that $30.8 million be
included in the next transportation
revenue package in order to complete the widening of SR 516, which will
improve safety for all modes of transportation.

Local Transportation Preservation & Maintenance Funding

In addition to improving the state routes that run through the City of
Covington, the City is responsible for maintaining the City’s network of
roads that are the first and last mile for any trip a Covington resident
makes. The Joint Transportation Committee completed a study indicating
that there is over $1 billion in unmet local transportation needs. The City
supports legislation that provides cities with the funding and tools to
better meet these local needs.

*The City supports the efforts of the Association of Washington Cities and Sound
Cities Association.

The City of Covington encourages the
Legislature to revisit the criminal justice
reform proposals enacted in 2021 to address
the unintended consequences around public
safety. As a City that contracts out for local
law enforcement services, Covington is
limited in the ability to directly take part in
the implementation process. The City would
benefit from the Legislature providing greater
clarification and implementation direction,
funding for implementation, and increased
funding to address the statewide mental
health crisis to encourage a more uniformed
approach.

LOCAL CONTROL

The City of Covington encourages the
Legislature to avoid policies that preempt
local control on city regulatory issues,
particularly around local land use authority.
Instead, the City encourages the Legislature
to incentivize communities that are improving
equitable access to housing by allocating
resources to offset the cost of impact fees
and providing grants for planning. These
investments would support communities like
Covington that are proactively working to
increase density by focusing on multifamily
housing development.

